Inferior vena cava filter migration to right ventricle with destruction of tricuspid valve: a case report.
Inferior vena cava filter migration is an uncommon event. Temporary inferior vena cava filters offer protection against pulmonary embolism in the trauma patient in whom anticoagulation is contraindicated. We present the case of a 53-year-old man who suffered a lower extremity injury, which left him unable to walk for an extended period of time. The patient developed a deep venous thrombosis in the early postoperative course and decision was made to place a retrievable inferior vena cava (IVC) filter. One week later the IVC filter had migrated to the right ventricle and destroyed the tricuspid valve. Although there are a limited number of cases describing the migration of IVC filters to the heart, there have been no cases in the literature, to our knowledge, where an IVC filter has destroyed the tricuspid valve and required valve replacement.